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rew coordination is one of
# the buildug blocks of fight
ﬁﬂt} Unfiort unately, what ron-
stitutes good crew enordisiation is
‘a3 difficolt @ define as the term
‘go0d airmanship, When flving the
large aircraft found in the 28th
‘Air Division, crew coendination is
critical. Whether you are an E-3
‘avoiding a vehiele on the Sunway
during takeofi g aim BL-130 losmg:
anengine, gootf crew coprdination.
is the difference between bringing
the airovat back safely and losing
an expensive nesourceand price
less human fves.
Newhiere clse mTl'.C does CTEW
ooondingtion play s major a rolé
in fight operations as inthe 28
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LEARNING BY
EXPERIENCE

Maj Don Rightmyer
16 AF
Torrejon AB 5P

‘ve been driving a car now for

24 years and over 290,000
miles. Fortunately during that
time, ['ve experienced only four
minar accidents. Three of the
mighaps [ caused and all of them
were avoidable.

The first mishap occurred with-
in the first year or so after |
received my driver's license at age
16. I was taking a short ride in the
family car out in the countryside

24

just after a brief, but severe,
summer thunderstorm had passed
through the area. | decided to see
how much power the car had,so |
mashed down on the accelerator;
and when I did, [ was in for

a surprise! The sudden
arraleration caused the rather
lightweight Chevy Impala to lose
traction and go into an eye-
watering 360-degree spin in the
middle of the road. Then the car
wenl sideways down a ditch and
up the other side, coming to rest
right next to a farmers fence.
Nothing damaged other than my
ego from having to get the far-
mer's assistance to pull my car
put of the ditch.

The second mishap also oc-
curred during my early driving
days. Following work one evening
after my part-time, after-achoal
job, 1 went in search of classmates
who were building a flnat for the
upeoming community Thanksgiv-
ing parade. My hunt took me into

a poorly lit residential areaon a
moonless night, so I slowed down
as [ contirmaed to look around for
the garage where the work was
being done.

When [ noticed that several veh-
icles were parked perpendicular to
the street with their front whesls
actually sitting on the pevement, [
turned the wheel to the left to
avoid them. WHAM!! Suddenly
my search stopped as | ran into
another car parked on the left side
of the narrow street. Lost SITUA-
TIONAL AWARENESS and much
lost salary.

The third incident occurred just
a block off of Sunset Boulevard in
Los Angeles. | was preparing (o
turn left into a driveway in order
to turn around and head back o
the boulevard. Before | could com-
plete my turn, encther car ap-
proaching me from behind at well
above the posted speed hit my left
front fender, completely shoving
in the entire side of his car from
front to rear.

The iast mishap happened ten
vears ago in downtown Washington,
D.C. Three cars were in front
af me as we all made our way
down an on-ramp to merge onto a
four-lane highway. There was no
conflicting traffic coming, so the
first two cars entered without any
problems. There still was no one:
coming on the main road, so the
citr in front of me began his move
onto it as well. Thinking (read
assuming) he was on his way, [
comtinued to move forward as [
checked unde again for traffic
back over my feft shoulder before
I also merged.

When I looked back in front of
me, the car in front of me had
stopped dead in the road for no
apparent reason, and | struck his
right rear fender.
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